Indigenous people between gold and tradition


In the area southeast of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is one of the nine oldest geological areas of land ranging in age between 3500 and 900 million years: the Guiana shield. This territory is characterized by a dense forest, meadows endless as the sea of ​​chlorophyll, their flows deep and generous and the spectacular jumps and falls. At the heart of Guyana is the Gran Sabana, part of Bolivar State. It concentrated all these features in addition to having attributes that make it unique in the world. The flora and fauna of the place have always attracted the attention of scientists and geologists, the tepuis with its unique rock formations are transformed into focus for local and foreign tourists. Who lives in this land so rich and generous is the Pemon tribe that their language differs between Taurepan, Arekuna and Kamarakoto. The ancient culture of the natives makes the area in question an enchanted world, folk tales, myths and legends surround this land. Formerly the Indians were occupied mostly by hunting, fishing and cultivation of conuco. Producing cassava, sweet potatoes, yams, taro, banana, banana, papaya, pineapple and citrus types, thanks to their activity lived in perfect harmony with the place and its vegetation. They hunted lapa, agouti, tapir, deer, fished water vina, catfish, sardines that feed and support their families. They did not need anything else until the day that the ambition and the false being seized their communities. That land famous for its history and unique flora later became famous for its gold and diamonds, subsoil became more attractive on the surface and thus gradually things changed, to the current diatribes that use the old and the sacred as a tool of power.
Venezuelan law, to protect this area corresponding to the upper Caroni basin, established laws and regulations to both the environment and inhabitants. ABRAE area (area under special administration) defines the relevant territory in accordance with the Organic Law for Spatial Planning adopted in 1983. The legal framework sets out the objectives for the protection, conservation and sustainable use of land associated with the management of natural resources available. In these areas, was formed as part of Canaima National Park in 1962 and expanded in 1975 to preserve the beauty and diversity of the territory and protect the headwaters of the Caroni River offering 70% of electricity to the state Bolivar. Water law in Article 17 establishes the Caroni basin region as one of the 16 hydrographic regions of the country. In 2005, to protect the customs, traditions and indigenous lands, the Bolivarian government created LOPCI, organic law of the people and communities which includes the recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples did not exist beforehand.
Many laws and decrees tried to defend the territory of the Gran Sabana but too often written words have been forgotten and misunderstood even by his own people has slowly been transforming its culture and history. To this day many of the indigenous communities engaged in illegal mining. Before the 80's was simple artisanal mining by the indigenous people used as a resource necessary to meet the new requirements. This activity does not imply the abandonment of traditions like hunting or conuco, work in Mayu (typical community service to help people living in those communities) and the family unit remained the basis of coexistence and culture. Gold represents a potential economic resource, a petty cash fund to draw upon in times of dire need. In those years, who, however, was taking advantage of the wealth was by most Canadian multinationals, for example, half of the nineties left sand and destruction ApoiPo community, at no profit. Gradually this destructive mentality was polluting the purity indigenous to this day where the gold rush is dominating much of the territory of the Gran Sabana. In Sector 6 and Sector 7 ABRAE belonging to the area, much of the indigenous population is engaged in mining gold and diamonds which were sacred goods like waters and rivers now simply represent sources of money. No matter the destruction of virgin forest, regardless of mercury pollution when there is money and when you think that this money can redistribute wealth in ECUAS parties. According to Ricardo Delgado, former mayor of Santa Elena, mining in indigenous territories is justified and supported by the LOPCI.
Now with the global economic downturn the dramatic rise of gold (in the town of Santa Elena gram of gold costs fairly 340 bolivars) made exponentially increase the presence of mining machines in the open and in the same National Park . At the height of Kumarakapai community, local tourism base, center arrival to the rise of Roraima tepui can observe the presence of small machines for the extraction of gold and diamond. National Park In full impunity for corruption laws and the authorities allow the devastation and destruction of an endemic flora. The example that is occurring can not educate or help the indigenous population of the place that suffers daily abuse and blackmail those who wear the uniform "The first to mistreat and rattled the Indians are the military," said Jean Carlo Velasquez President of the Indigenous Federation of Bolivar State.
Because of the corruption of some soldiers, the new nationalization law, created to control the output of gold and to abate the presence of illegal mining in protected areas arose among the people pemón discord and disagreement. The area in question is operating theater number 5 (TO5) for years corruption has been the indigenous people to oppose Article 27 of Decree 8413 which comes into force on 16 December. During these years the miners threatened military, indigenous and non indigenous, confiscating their machines operating or hoods, protected by laws that define this illegal activity in these natural areas. Payment in gold was the solution to all problems, about 15 grams of gold per machine, called the army in 2010 in the San José de Wadamapan about the "noise of the Indians." For a while illegal mining has enriched the pockets of many industry sectors 6 and 7 have been victims of rattling and abuse. Jean Carlo Velasquez, president of the Indigenous Federation, referring to Article 27 states: "We express a resounding no to that article, but not the rest of the decree, because what is sought is to exercise control against years and years of mistreatment of our people indigenous people. "
To all this the water protection laws and marginal lands become the struggle of political theater becomes gold as miners and even have a single goal: money. Fortunately the people pemón is much more than mining, there are Indians who still defend their land and their communities valued for their wisdom traditions and ancestral stories where their mining does not occur.
Whoever wants to convince you otherwise is Jorge Gomez, captain general of the sector 6, which includes 26 communities. In their statements we hear the words: "... many of the communities in my area are mining, and have been for many years, of course we disagree because that is the only activity that sustains many ..." or Ricardo Delgado, a former Mayor of Santa Elena in his speech by speaking on behalf of Globovision whole Pemon people, holding the opposition to the decree for the nationalization of gold and illegal under LOPCI, also supporting mining on indigenous land. Somera Carlo Bicentennial Speaker of the Indigenous Front Waikae'purú Cacique, responds quickly, "The demands of a single person using a three Indians is not the genuine voice of all the people Pemón." So the division of people increases between who supports a sustainable economy and its land and is already blinded by the gold rush.
To really explain the impossibility and illegal mining in the Gran Sabana is sufficient to read carefully the aforementioned laws, or understand Article 53 Chapter VI of the LOPCI ("The indigenous peoples have the right to use and sustainable use and management, conservation and preservation of the environment and biodiversity. The water, flora, fauna and all natural resources found in their habitat and land may be used by indigenous peoples and their development and activities traditional ") and art. 48 of Chapter V which prohibits activities that harm, denature or damage to protected areas.
The voices of indigenous leaders and defending their land and are really really interested in the care of their communities will continue shouting and demanding the government a right attitude toward laws and decrees and will continue to rely on the conscience of their ancestral culture. Who uses the name of tradition as a means to enrich pemón, who value gold more respect to water, who corrupts his people with false promises will clash and struggle by those who still put first essence and indigenous tradition.
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